
2010-2011 NIAA Resolutions 
Animal Health & International Trade 

Mission:  Identify current challenges to or problems with national and international trade by cross-
disciplinary discussion between government, academia, and industry and recommend solutions or 
suggestions for enhancement through the novel application of information, communication, and 
technology. 

Zoning and Compartmentalization Cooperative Guidelines 

BACKGROUND: The United States (U.S.) needs additional capabilities to implement zoning and 

compartmentalization relevant to disease status.  Should we have a foreign animal disease and/or 

emerging disease, it would be critical to the economic survival of our livestock and poultry industries to 

prove we had the disease contained to a specific zone, and just as important, that the remaining zones 

of the U.S. were free of the particular disease and not at risk for international trade restrictions. 

Compartmentalization as defined by OIE. 

RESOLUTION: The National Institute for Animal Agriculture encourages the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Industry stakeholders, and the states to cooperatively develop zoning and 

compartmentalization guidelines to be adaptable to a foreign or emerging animal disease outbreak in 

the U.S. 

Adopted: 2002 | Amended: 2003 | Amended: 2004 | Amended: 2005 | Amended: 2007 | Amended: 

2009 

National Animal Health Reporting System (NAHRS)  

BACKGROUND: A credible NAHRS is increasingly essential for maintaining and expanding trade in 

livestock and associated products in the global marketplace. 

RESOLUTION: The National Institute for Animal Agriculture supports and encourages the United States 

Department of Agriculture/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA/APHIS) to strengthen the 

participation of all states in NAHRS.  NAHRS should continue to present the national status of the 

country’s livestock health status without naming infected states or farms, benefiting all states and 

industries needing USDA support for livestock disease control or endorsement of international health 

certifications. 

Adopted: 2002 | Amended: 2004 | Amended: 2005 | Reaffirmed: 2010 

Addressing the Impact of Emerging Diseases in International Trade  

BACKGROUND: Currently World Organization of Animal Health (OIE) develops standards for 

international trade on most known animal diseases, and the United States Department of Agriculture 
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(USDA) develops regulations and implements import policies related to diseases codified by OIE or 

caused by other identified agents.  However, disease conditions may emerge where the etiologic 

agent(s) are not identified for some time but a case definition could be established. In addition, while an 

etiologic agent may be associated with a disease, the disease may have different manifestations or 

disease severity in various populations. The challenge is how to protect the U.S. animal agriculture 

industry from these emerging diseases or more severe clinical manifestations of known agents while 

meeting international trade obligations. There is a need to develop some policy guidelines on how to 

handle these situations. 

RESOLUTION: The National Institute for Animal Agriculture encourages USDA to discuss with states, 

academia, and the industry options to protect U.S. animal populations from emerging diseases while 

meeting our international trade obligations. 

Adopted: 2003 | Amended: 2004 | Amended: 2005 | Reaffirmed: 2010 

Importance of the Eradication of Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) in South America 

BACKGROUND: The eradication of FMD in South America is an important goal in safeguarding animal 

health in the United States (U.S.). 

RESOLUTION: The National Institute for Animal Agriculture encourages the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, in partnership with the private sector, to continue to collaborate with U.S. agencies, 

international organizations and other groups to support, coordinate and enhance the Inter-American 

Group for the Eradication of Foot and Mouth Disease (GIEFA) hemispheric plan for FMD eradication. 

Adopted: 2003 | Amended: 2004 | Amended: 2006 | Amended: 2007   

The Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC) Global Initiatives in Veterinary 

Education (GIVE) 

BACKGROUND: The AAVMC is launching a program called GIVE to support overseas Companion Colleges. 

Strengthening veterinary education in developing countries will improve livestock health infrastructures, 

expedite international trade, and sow the seeds of world peace by supporting human-animal bonding 

and reducing starvation. It will produce needed expertise for governmental and private enterprises and 

strengthen cooperation among the health professions. The National Institute for Animal Agriculture 

(NIAA) can support this effort—without financial commitments—by joining a growing list of cooperating 

organizations and agencies that encourage their members to support these efforts. 

RESOLUTION: The NIAA supports the GIVE undertaken by the AAVMC to strengthen veterinary 

education in developing countries and urges its members and member organizations to cooperate and 

financially support this enterprise. 

Adopted: 2005 | Amended: 2007 
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Safe Supply of Affordable Food Everywhere (SSAFE)  

BACKGROUND: The global food system is vitally important, not only in feeding the world’s growing 

population, but also in sustaining the economies of developed and developing nations alike.  Recent 

events, such as Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy, Foot-and-Mouth Disease and Avian Influenza, have 

highlighted the vulnerability of the global food supply chain and the apparent misalignment of its 

regulatory, academic and food system stakeholders.  It is clear that the safety of the global food supply 

chain can be compromised not only by disease, but also by accidents, natural disasters or terrorist 

action. 

A consortium involving food system companies, academic centers and non-governmental organizations 

recently formed the SSAFE initiative in collaboration with intergovernmental agencies.  The vision of 

SSAFE is focused on protecting animal and public health through global implementation of science-

based standards, ensuring an uninterrupted sustainable global supply chain of affordable safe food 

products to and from all countries and to help developing nations strengthen their infrastructures to 

feed their population, increase stability, promote economic growth and stimulate education.  The role of 

SSAFE is to advise intergovernmental organizations, provide a safe harbor for discussion among global 

stakeholders, facilitate and enable strengthening of the global food system and to leverage resources 

through Public-Private Partnerships for collective action. 

SSAFE is entering into Memorandum of Understandings with the World Organization for Animal Health 

(OIE) and the Food and Agriculture Organization and is engaged in ongoing dialogue with the World 

Health Organization and the World Bank among other institutions, including national government 

agencies.  The National Institute for Animal Agriculture (NIAA) can support the SSAFE initiative, without 

financial commitments, through acknowledgement of the critical importance of the SSAFE initiative as 

outlined in the above vision and mission.   

RESOLUTION: The NIAA supports the SSAFE initiative to strengthen the global food system through 

public-private partnerships.  SSAFE is currently focused on veterinary public health capacity building in 

developing countries.  NIAA urges its members and member organizations to cooperate in this endeavor 

where appropriate. 

Adopted: 2007 

Animal Welfare Research  

BACKGROUND: Scientific research on animal welfare is needed in North America to help guide the 

establishment of animal welfare standards as they are being adopted by the World Organization for 

Animal Health (OIE), private entities, associations and national governments.  Because much of the 

current animal welfare research is being conducted in Europe, North American animal agriculture runs 

the risk of in the future having to follow standards developed under conditions not found in North 

America.  Research based on North American food production systems will help to ensure the 

establishment of more balanced animal welfare standards in the future.      
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RESOLUTION: The National Institute for Animal Agriculture supports the need for an expansion of animal 

welfare research conducted on North American animal production systems.  The NIAA encourages the 

United States Department of Agriculture and private industry to provide additional resources for the 

funding of peer-reviewed animal welfare research. 

Adopted: 2008 


