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Secretary Mike Johanns,  Canadian
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
Chuck Strahl and Mexico Minister of
Agriculture, Alberto Cardenas have
been invited to give their nations’ per-
spective on animal identification at
NIAA ID•INFO EXPO 2007.

The annual event, which has
become the premier meeting regarding
livestock identification and information
systems technology, is scheduled for
August 28-30, in Kansas City, Missouri,
at the Westin Crown Center.   

“For the past 2 years the focus of

ID•INFO EXPO has been on the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
National Animal Identification System
(NAIS), but producers and industry part-
ners are also using livestock identifica-
tion and traceability for other purposes
besides NAIS and animal health.  These
uses include Country of Origin Labeling
(COOL), food safety, value added pro-
grams, and on farm use of ID which we
will be addressing as well,” states the
event’s chairman Robert Fourdraine. 

His co-chair, Glenn Fischer, points
out that because of our close partner-

ships with Canada and Mexico, “it is
important that we begin the process of
harmonizing all three nation’s ID poli-
cies and systems.  As close trade part-
ners, it is critical that we work together
both from governmental and commer-
cial perspectives to ensure North Amer-
ica’s competitiveness in an increasingly
global livestock market.”    

“Information regarding the source
and attributes of animals entering into
the food chain is becoming an impor-

NIAA Conventioneers Hear Four Unique Perspectives on
Biofuels and Animal Agriculture at the ‘Crossroads’

Ethanol and biodiesel, hot topics in
rural coffee shops across the nation,
were the focus of the Opening General
Session of the National Institute for Ani-
mal Agriculture’s annual meeting in
Sacramento, April 2-5, as four speakers
presented their unique perspectives on

“Biofuels Energy: Ani-
mal Agriculture at the
Crossroads.”  

A California farmer,
livestock producer, for-
mer politician and
cofounder of that
state’s largest ethanol
producing company,
Bill Jones, opened the
session with “Corn,
Cattle and Carbon
Credits—A California
Perspective” with a
positive assessment on
the relationship
between biofuels and
livestock production.

Jones’ company is Pacific Ethanol, Inc.
Meanwhile, Midwest economist

with special emphasis on the swine
industry, Dr. Steve Meyer, Paragon Eco-
nomics, Inc., predicted that biofuels
would negatively affect livestock pro-
ducers over the next few years,  “espe-

cially for pork and poultry producers
who are less able to use the ethanol
coproduct, DDGS (dried distillers grain
with solubles).   

Dr. Gavin Meerdink, Professor
Emeritus for the University of Illinois
College of Veterinary Medicine and now
a nutrition consultant, cattle feeder and
grain farmer, talked about the use of
ethanol and biodiesel co-products and
the effect of their nutritional composi-
tion on livestock health.   

Finally, David Kaluzny, II, president
of the National Renders Association and
vice president of Kaluzny Brothers,
talked about his industry’s perspective
of biofuels in general and in particular
as the role of rendered animal fats and
oils (glycerin) would be used in
biodiesel.    

All of the speakers agreed that
demand for ethanol, whether it’s creat-
ed by federal and state government poli-
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BILL JONES ADDRESSES BIOFUELS AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION DURING
THE 2007 NIAA ANNUAL MEETING IN CALIFORNIA



A year ago the Spring/Summer
2006 Cattle Health Report featured the
article “Projected Serious Food Supply
Veterinarian Shortage Poses Threat to
Industry, Society,” that provided an
overview of the Food Supply Veterinary
Medicine Coalition Report conducted by
Kansas State University’s College of
Business Administration on behalf of
various veterinarian organizations. The
article noted that, while America’s live-
stock and meat industries have one of
the world’s best health and safety
records, this status “may be threatened
in the years ahead because of a project-
ed severe shortage of food animal vet-
erinarians.”

Research findings were also pub-
lished in three articles in the June 1,
June 15 and July 1, 2006 issues of the
Journal of American Veterinary Medical
Association (JAVMA).

Mainstream media, including the
Associated Press Wire, New York Times
and the Brownfield Network, picked up
the information and relayed it to the
American public at the time. This
spring, the story of the shortage of food
animal veterinarians came alive again
with a second round of mainstream
media in the United States and outside
the country. 

A headline in the International Her-
ald Tribune read, “Health experts in U.S.
say shortage of farm animal veterinari-
ans could lead to disease outbreaks.”
The first two sentences of the article
expanded on the headline: “Public
health experts are concerned that a
shortage of farm animal veterinarians
in the U.S. could lead to disease out-
breaks, potentially endangering human
health and threatening the nation’s
food supply. The American Veterinary
Medical Association estimates the
shortage at a relatively small 4 percent.
But health officials say even the small
gap increases the potential for diseases
to go undetected.”

In the same article, Dr. Lyle Vogel,
director of the animal welfare division
at the AVMA, was quoted, “It’s not like
the other 96 percent can pick up the
slack. Because of the distances and
workload of the remaining veterinari-
ans, they just can’t fill in that shortage.”

Likewise, Robin Schoen, director of
the Board on Agriculture and Natural
Resources at the National Academy of
Sciences, noted that, “We’re kind of
weakening the whole system. The vet-

erinarian is the front line.”

More to Tell
Why is the U.S. media returning to

the food animal veterinarian shortage?
“The reason for the second round

of media attention is that the problem
has not been solved,” Dr. Vogel states.
“The shortage still exists, and we
believe state and federal legislatures
should take action to help solve this
shortage.”

Dr. Vogel says one desired action is
for Congress to appropriate money for
debt forgiveness or loan repayment for
new veterinarians who set up practices
or work in the under-served rural areas.
He points out that the National Veteri-
nary Medical Service Act was passed in
January 2004 but the dollar amount
available is extremely low: $500,000 in
2006 and 2007. 

“This is simply not adequate assis-
tance to make that program meaning-
ful,” Dr. Vogel elaborates.

According to a 2006 survey, the
mean starting salary for veterinary
graduates was $45,546. The mean loan
debt for the same graduates was
$105,805. Loan payments on that
amount of debt is more than
$1,000/month, requiring average vet-
erinary graduates to spend up to one-
third of their monthly salaries on edu-
cational debt. The National Veterinary
Medical Service Act authorizes the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to establish a loan
repayment program for veterinarians
who agree to serve in areas of need,
including government service. Yes,
agencies such as the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service and Food
Safety and Inspection Service in the
USDA also have experienced difficulty
recruiting veterinarians to satisfy
staffing needs.

In exchange for additional debt
repayment, eligible students could
enter into additional agreements with
the Secretary to assist the USDA in
addressing disease outbreaks, bioter-
rorist threats or similar emergency situ-
ations.

Another reason cited by Dr. Vogel
for keeping the shortage of food animal
veterinarians “alive” in the mainstream
media is to get the public support of
federal legislation regarding The Veteri-
nary Public Health Workforce Expan-
sion Act (VPHWEA). 

The Association of American Vet-

erinary Medical Colleges has been
working very closely with the staffs of
Senator Wayne Allard (R-CO) and Con-
gresswoman Tammy Baldwin (D-WI)
concerning the introduction of a veteri-
nary workforce expansion.  Their bill is
similar to the Veterinary Workforce
Expansion Act of the last Congress,
with a few improved changes that the
AAVMC has requested. 

This legislation establishes a com-
petitive grant program through the
United States Department of Health and
Human Services to build capacity in
veterinary medical education and
expand the workforce of veterinarians.

“We urge people to get involved
and call their Congressmen and state
legislators,” Dr. Vogel states. “Your calls
can have an impact and help spur the
government into action.”

Smith-Kilborne Program
In response to the food animal vet-

erinarian shortage, USDA APHIS resur-
rected the Smith-Kilborne Program. The
program acquaints chosen veterinary
students with various foreign animal
diseases which potentially threaten our
domestic animal population. Upon
completion of the course, participating
students are asked to share their new
knowledge with others at their respec-
tive veterinary schools.   ▲

PUBL ISHED BY THE NATIONAL INST ITUTE FOR ANIMAL AGRICULTURE

agriculture
animal

 
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE NAT ONAL INST TUTE FOR ANIMAL AGR CULTURE

1910 Lyda Avenue • Bowling Green, KY 42104
Phone: (270) 782-9798 • Fax: (270) 782-0188

Email: NIAA@animalagriculture.org
Web address: www.animalagriculture.org

Michele Vise-Brown
Chief Executive Officer

Pamela Meador
Director of Operations

Gale Johnson
Director of Communications

Kenneth E. Olson, PhD, PAS
Director of Educational Programs

Julie Jones
Webmaster

Cora Newsom & Jenna Brown
Staff Assistants

Teres Lambert
Contributing Writer

2  |  animal agriculture   |   summer 2007 ID•INFO EXPO 2007  |  AUGUST 28-30

Shortage of Food Animal Veterinarians: A Call to Action



ID•INFO EXPO 2007  |  KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI summer 2007   |   animal agriculture  |  3

Johne’s Update: Federal Budget Delays Held Up Program Implementation
Johne’s plans for 2007 are  material-

izing after being held up in the USDA
funding snarl in Congress.   Here are the
highlights:

Producers - Plans are moving forward
for a national producer survey to help
identify barriers to participation in the
Johne’s program, as well as information
and/or incentives that are likely to stimu-
late producer participation in the pro-
gram.  This is part of the Education and
Outreach effort of the Johne’s Disease
Integrated Program (JDIP).  Results will be
used collaboratively by JDIP, the National
Johne’s Work Group (NJWG) and the
Johne’s Education Initiative (JEI) to devel-
op materials that meet identified needs.
Other JDIP researchers are evaluating the
effectiveness and cost-benefit of current-
ly recommended control practices as well
as reviewing components of the current
program.  This information will be used in
looking at the most effective and efficient
way to operate the program in the future.

NJWG at NIAA - The meeting of NJWG at
the NIAA Annual Meeting focused on
needs and future directions for the Volun-
tary Bovine Johne’s Disease Control Pro-
gram.  The following priorities were iden-
tified:
1) Risk Assessments;

2) The Producer Survey;
3) The Demonstration Herd Projects;
4) Johne’s program representatives 

involvement in producer meetings.  
Two other highlights of the meeting

were updates on the Johne’s “White
Paper” being produced by JDIP and the
initial economic analysis from the
Demonstration Herd project.  PowerPoint
slide sets from meeting presentations
may be found on the JEI site www.johnes-
disease.org.

Best Test - Producers have access to a
variety of tests for Johne’s disease, but all
have advantages and disadvantages. No
single test is best in all situations. A group
of nationally recognized Johne’s
researchers, working through JDIP, have
developed a guide to help veterinarians
and producers select the “best test” for a
given herd situation.  The publication is
available at http://avmajournals.avma.org/
doi/pdf/10.2460/javma.229.12.1912.  

Milk ELISA - An increasing number of
producers are using milk ELISA testing in
their Johne’s management or control pro-
grams. In February, Prionics and Antel
BioSystems, Inc. received USDA approval
for the extension of the label use of the
ParachekÆ test to include diagnosis of
Johne’s disease in bovine milk samples.

This does not make it an “Official Test,”
but does validate its use in this manner.

JEI Website - The JEI website
www.johnesdisease.org continues to be
updated as new information becomes
available. Recent additions include added
states with “program herd” information
and updates on state Johne’s contacts.  

Johne’s Interest Group At 2007
ADSA/ASAS Meeting - Several Johne’s
related papers and posters are scheduled
to be presented at the 2007 Joint Meeting
of ADSA and ASAS  in San Antonio in
Room 216B of the Convention Center
from 5 to 6 PM on Tuesday, July 10.

Sheep and Goat Education - Johne’s
disease affects all ruminants, but pro-
grams and research frequently focus on
cattle. While this is still the norm, more
information is being targeted to sheep and
goat producers.  For example the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison College of Vet-
erinary Medicine, JDIP, NJWG and the Wis-
consin Department of Agriculture, Trade
and Consumer Protection have combined
to create two “Producers Courses on
Johne’s Disease” –one for goats and one
for sheep. The “modules” and other educa-
tional resources can be found at
http://vetmedce.vetmed.wisc.edu/JDVCP/.
▲

Pork Board, FFA Get USDA Premises Registration Grants
The U.S. Department of Agriculture

has entered into a cooperative agree-
ment with the National FFA Organization
and the National Pork Board (NPB) to
advance the implementation of the
National Animal Identification System
(NAIS).

In February, USDA announced $6
million for cooperative agreements, sub-
ject to the availability of funding, to sup-
port nonprofit agricultural organizations
to promote NAIS, and specifically, to
increase participation in premises regis-
tration.  USDA has awarded funding to
NPB and FFA and is reviewing other
applications.

FFA will use the cooperative agree-
ment funds to develop and provide NAIS
education programs for their current and
alumni members as well as promote
premises registration across the country.

“The youth involved in the National
FFA Organization are the future of agri-
culture in the United States,” said Bruce
Knight, undersecretary for USDA’s mar-

keting and regulatory programs. “By
ensuring the success of NAIS, we are
ensuring their future as farmers.”

Dr. Larry D. Case, FFA Chief Execu-
tive Officer and National FFA Advisor,
was equally as enthusiastic about the
agreement.

“Together we can combine our tal-
ents and resources to educate the agri-
culture industry about NAIS and to help
premises registration,” Dr. Case stated.

NPB’s Program
Meanwhile NPB, which has been

funded for several months is bound and
determined to have 100 percent of pro-
ducer premises registered by the end of
the year. To help achieve this goal, NPB
has hired three regional swine ID pro-
gram coordinators. Glenn Slack will
cover the eastern region, Bruce Car-
rothers, the central region and Dallas
McDermott, the western region.

“We need boots on the ground that
provide facts, and these coordinators will

provide producers who have not regis-
tered their premises with information
about the swine ID plan and dispel myths
that may be stumbling blocks to premis-
es registration,” explains Dr. Patrick
Webb, the National Pork Board’s
Director of Swine Health Programs, Sci-
ence & Technology

“In addition, the three coordinators
will educate and train other trainers to
carry the message, and it is imperative
that the message carried to producers is
fact-based and consistent. In the end, we
are multiplying the number of boots on
the ground that can reach out and edu-
cate producers and have them register
their premises.”   ▲
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Clifford Reports NAIS Progress to NIAA ID Committee
The U.S.

Department of
Agriculture’s
(USDA) Animal
and Plant
Health Inspec-
tion Service
(APHIS) Veteri-
nary Services
Deputy Admin-
istrator Dr. John
Clifford said the
implementation
of the National Animal Identification Sys-
tem (NAIS) was making “excellent
progress,” citing the fact that nearly
380,000 (397,000 as of June 8, 2009) prem-
ises had been registered and 14 animal
tracking databases (ATDs) and an animal
identification numbering (AIN) system are
in place. 

Dr. Clifford opened the program for
the Animal Identification and Information
Systems Committee meeting at the NIAA
annual meeting in Sacramento in early
April.  

Dr. Clifford reported that a grant had
been awarded to the National Pork Board
to register swine premises as part of a $6
million fund established for non-profit
organizations to conduct premises regis-
tration outreach and education. He
encouraged other organizations to apply

for grants at www.grants.gov.     
He also noted that a Tribal Premises

Registration System is now available.
Official ID devices have been defined

by USDA, according to Dr. Clifford, with
“minimum performance standard and
must have on it an AIN, the U.S. Shield
and the words ‘Unlawful to Remove’
imprinted on each device.”  In addition,
radio frequency identification (RFID)
devices are allowed.  

Regarding RFID devices, he said, “The
USDA retains its policy of being ‘technol-
ogy neutral’ and relies on industry to rec-
ommend ID methods, performance
requirements and technology standards.”

Dr. Clifford said that APHIS was in the
process of printing specifications for sow
tags for swine producers and that the
Equine Working Group had recommended
RFID tags using ISO 11784/85 frequen-
cies.  Also, manufacturers’ applications
for RFID injection transponders for use in
horses are now being accepted.  

While Dr. Clifford emphasized that
APHIS will participate in industry initia-
tives to facilitate standards for emerging,
developing technologies, he also dis-
cussed one of the oldest technologies
used for animal ID. “Brands have always
been a part of animal ID in this country.
They are a part of various disease eradica-
tion programs such as tuberculosis and

brucellosis, and they will continue to be,”
Dr. Clifford declared.   He said that an offi-
cial Branding Group had been established
and is working to develop how that sys-
tem can be adopted for NAIS purposes. 

Turning to the one AIN system
regarding data collection, storage use and
distribution, he said that an evaluation
system, similar to the one used to develop
Animal Tracking Databases (ATDs) is
being used.  Dr. Clifford also explained
that the USDA will be working with indus-
try on this process and will provide guide-
lines and timelines in the near future for
the development of Animal Tracking Por-
tals System (ATPS). 

He concluded by reiterating the fact
that access to the data through the ATPS is
restricted to the following situations:
• Introduction or a confirmed positive

test for a foreign animal disease
(FAD);

• An animal disease emergency;
• Conducting tracebacks and tracefor-

wards for the previous points.
In the question and answer session

which followed the formal presentation,
Dr. Clifford once again emphasized the
point that NAIS would remain voluntary
on the federal level and that with the
databases being in private or state hands,
producers could be assured that their data
would remain confidential.  ▲

DR. JOHN CLIFFORD

Brand New NAIS Working Group
The National Animal Identification

System (NAIS) has expanded beyond
species working groups to issues working
groups, and the first issues working group
is the brand states working group.
Formed by USDA, the brand states work-
ing group is comprised of animal brand
authorities, state veterinarians and ani-
mal identification coordinators from
states with existing brand inspection pro-
grams for the key purpose of promoting
and advancing NAIS. 

The first meeting of the working
group was conducted in late January, with
another meeting scheduled for July. The
July meeting will center on interpreting
the results of a survey that was sent to the
brand states and using that information
on a practical basis.

Although brand inspection programs
tend to differ from state to state, in scope
and in information recorded, states do
not customarily use brands as identifica-
tion for animal health purposes, Bruce

Knight, undersecretary for USDA’s mar-
keting and regulatory programs mission
area stresses that all brand inspection
programs have one commonality:  “These
groups interact frequently with the very
producers affected by NAIS and help
shape the program in a way that makes
sense for all producers.”

Knight explains that USDA’s assign-
ment to the working group is to identify
opportunities whereby the 15 existing
state animal brand programs might com-
plement NAIS. As such, the working
group will review the amount of informa-
tion currently associated with brand
inspection programs and determine how
that information, if needed, might best be
available to state and federal animal
health officials.

The working group is also charged
with investigating current methods state
brand programs use to collect and distrib-
ute information. “This charge,” Knight
states, “is to avoid duplication with NAIS

and to make each effort more efficient for
producers.”

Co-chairs of the new working group
are Sam Wilson, New Mexico Livestock
Board Supervisory Inspector; John Pican-
so, Chief Information Officer, Colorado
Department of Agriculture  and Dr. John
Maulsby, Colorado State Veterinarian. 

“As brand inspectors, our job is to
protect the livestock that we work for,
and we take that job very seriously,” co-
chair Wilson states. “I believe this newly
formed issues working group can add a
lot to NAIS.”

Wilson stresses that the Western
states—the states where brands are a
way of life—have been into animal identi-
fication for more than 100 years.

“We know identification and live-
stock, and we listen to our producers and
their concerns,” Wilson continues. “Live-
stock owners who brand have a great
tracking mechanism in place when it
comes to group ID.”  ▲
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Responsible Use of Antibiotics in Food Animals
Activists continue to apply increased

pressure on antibiotic use in food-pro-
ducing animals, and activists’ messages
are being more than heard. They are
being seen. Billboards posted by Chipolte
Grill state “Get antibiotics from your doc-
tor, not your beef.” Similar Chipolte Grill
billboards have been aimed at the poultry
industry. 

Numerous food service companies
have zeroed in on the public’s concern
with antibiotic use in food animals and
have developed their own antibiotic
guidelines. Wendy’s, for example, has
developed its own antibiotic use policies.
Under “Managed Use,” Wendy’s policy
states that “antibiotics used to treat food
animals must only be administered by
licensed veterinarians that have met all
training and certification requirements.”
Its “Human Health” guideline reads
“Reduce overall antibiotic usage in food
animals, especially when the class of
antibiotics used is both a human and food
animal medicine. Employ alternative
therapies, or use antibiotics not used to
treat human disease whenever possible.”

Negative and frequently inaccurate
headlines, editorials and messages on the
Internet feed the frenzy.

Concerned groups have been heard.
On Feb. 8, 2007, Rep. Louise Slaughter
(D-NY) sponsored H.R. 962, The Preserva-
tion of Antibiotics for Medical Treatment
Act of 2007, which seeks to cut antibiotic
resistance linked to the misuse of antibi-
otics in animal agriculture. Just four days
later on Feb. 12, Sen. Edward Kennedy
(D-MA) introduced the same bill in the
Senate, S. 549. 

Other bills with the same title were
introduced in previous Congressional
sessions: 109th Congress, H.R. 2562;
109th Congress, S. 742; and 108th Con-
gress, S. 1460. These bills failed to make
it through the legislative process.

The 2007 Bill would phase out the
use as animal feed additives of antibiotics
that are also important in human medi-
cine, including penicillin, within two
years. The bill also requires pharmaceuti-
cal companies manufacturing and mar-
keting agricultural antibiotics to submit
data on the quantity of drugs they sell,
along with information on the claimed
purpose and dosage for those drugs. The
intention is to help public health officials
track the implementation of the phase-
out.

(Note: To track this bill, visit 
www.govtrack.us, then click on “New

Bills” under “Track Congress”.)

Antibiotic-Resistant Bacteria Con-
cern

The American Medical Association,
the Infectious Diseases Society of Ameri-
ca and the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics are among the more than 350
health and other groups nationwide that
have endorsed The Preservation of
Antibiotics for Medical Treatment Act of
2007.

Public concerns about the potential
for antibiotic-resistant bacteria to develop
in animals and transfer to humans are
not a new issue. Concerns can be traced
to the late 1960s—just 20-some years
after the first antibiotic, penicillin, was
available to the general public.

The food animal industry has taken
numerous steps to address the concerns.

“Numerous safeguards have been
put into place to ensure that antibiotics
are used properly in animals and to mini-
mize the potential for antibiotic-resistant
bacteria to transfer to humans,” states
Forrest L. Roberts, Marketing Manager,
Beef Business Unit, Elanco Animal
Health.

“Judicious use guidelines developed
by the American Veterinary Medical
Association with the assistance from sev-
eral species-specific veterinary organiza-
tions have also been adopted for each
individual animal species to ensure the
right drug is used at the right time for the
right bacteria.”

The guidelines are supported by both
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) and the Food and Drug
Administration.

Government surveillance programs
serve as early warning systems to moni-
tor changes in antibiotic-resistance lev-
els. Through the National Antimicrobial
Resistance Monitoring System (NARMS),
the U.S. Department of Agriculture moni-
tors antibiotic resistance levels in ani-
mals, and the CCC monitors for changes
in levels of antibiotic resistant food-borne
human pathogens.  Data shows levels of
antibiotic resistance in animals have
been low and stable, and levels in
humans have generally declined since
monitoring began in the late 1990s.

Judicious Use of Antimicrobials
The Center for Veterinary Medicine

(CVM) emphasizes the judicious use of
antimicrobials in food-producing animals
and has developed products targeting

veterinarians as a part of its Food Safety
Initiative (FSI) Education Program. 

CVM guidelines and videos are avail-
able for veterinarians on beef and dairy
cattle, poultry and swine as well as on
aquatic animals at http://
www.fda.gov/cvm/JudUse.htm. Likewise
CVM judicious use of antimicrobial guide-
lines and videos are available for beef,
dairy, pork and poultry producers at
http://www.fda.gov/ cvm/JudUse.htm.

Various national species organiza-
tions also have developed judicious use
of antimicrobial guidelines that underpin
those created by the CVM.

The American Veterinary Medical
Association’s 15 general principles of
judicious use that Roberts referred to
gave impetus to the National Pork Board’s
shared program between pork producers,
veterinarians, animal health companies
and feed companies. Called Take Care™,
the program educates the swine industry
on responsible antibiotic use and assures
consumers the right steps are being
taken. Developed in cooperation with the
American Association of Swine Veteri-
narians as well as other industry organi-
zations, the program consists of five prin-
ciples for responsible antibiotic use and
six specific guidelines for implementa-
tion.

“Take Care” defines the standards for
responsible use of antibiotics in pork pro-
duction in a way that is producer friendly
and takes into account existing science,
animal welfare and animal health,” said
Dr. Liz Wagstrom, assistant vice president
of science and technology for National
Pork Board. “It intends to set the stan-
dards for antibiotic use in the pork indus-
try before consumer groups or food serv-
ice companies dictate them for us.”

Responsible Food Animal Industry
The Coalition for Animal Health

serves as the food animal industry’s
watchdog and spokesman, overseeing
food animal health issues. The Coalition’s
mission is to support the use of sound sci-
ence and risk assessment in decision-
making by government regulatory agen-
cies and to provide sound scientific infor-
mation for use in policy changes and
debate. This group also responds to pub-
lic dialog on issues related to animal
health.

In addition to monitoring trends in
animal health product usage, the Coali-
tion advocates prudent use of animal
drugs in food animal production.  ▲
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Members in the News at the NIAA Annual Meeting
Colorado Veterinarian Wins
NIAA Meritorious Service
Award

Dr. G. Marvin Beeman, was
awarded the 2007 Meritorious Service
Award of the NIAA at the association’s
annual meeting. Dr. Beeman, who oper-
ates the Littleton Large Animal Clinic in
Colorado, was recognized for his years of
participation in NIAA and especially for
his leadership role in creating and estab-
lishing NIAA’s Equine Committee and
resulting equine programs. “I am hon-
ored and humbled to be receiving this
award. I have, for a long period of time,
appreciated the work NIAA does on
behalf of the equine industry and was
pleased when the equine industry
became part of the association,” said Dr.
Beeman. In making the presentation,
past Meritorious Service Award recipient
Dr. Donald Lein said, “Dr. Beeman has
been extremely active in the horse indus-
try all of his life. Aside from being an
internationally-known expert in the
equine veterinary field, he has also pro-
vided a great deal of leadership to many
different organizations including past
president of the American Association of
Equine Practitioners; past president of
the Colorado Veterinary Medical Associ-
ation; and is a former trustee of the
AVMA Professional Liability Insurance

Trust. He currently serves as the presi-
dent of the Master of Foxhounds Associ-
ation of America. ”In addition to helping
organize the NIAA’s Equine Committee
and being its Chairman, Dr. Beeman has
served on the NIAA Board of Directors
and has been very heavily involved in the
work of the Equine Identification Sub-
committee. Dr. Beeman explained, “One
of the most beneficial aspects of NIAA
has been its leadership in the area of
planning for national animal identifica-
tion. It has done a very good job of bring-
ing together all the groups necessary to
further this effort.”

Interim NIAA CEO Named
Chairman’s Award Winner

Dr. Nevil
Speer, who served
as the Interim Chief
Executive Officer of
the National Insti-
tute for Animal
Agriculture (NIAA),
was awarded the
a s s o c i a t i o n ’ s
Chairman’s Award
at the annual
meeting in April in
Sacramento.  NIAA
Board Chairman R.
Scott Stuart, in presenting the award,
praised Dr. Speer for his leadership of the
association from June through December
2006.  “Dr. Speer made what could have
been a very difficult period for the associ-
ation a period of great progress and
growth, including executing the very suc-
cessful ID•INFO EXPO 2006.  We owe
him a huge debt of gratitude.” While
serving NIAA, Dr. Speer continued his
duties at Western Kentucky University in
Bowling Green as Professor of Animal
Science in the Department of Agriculture.
As such he teaches, conducts applied
research and industry outreach as well as
oversees the university’s beef unit.   He is
very active in various other university

activities including serving on its Senate.
In addition, Dr. Speer writes a column
entitled “Monthly Market Profile” for Cat-
tleNetwork.  

N.C. Vet., Livestock 
Producer Wins NIAA 
President’s Award

Dr. Karen Jordan, a practicing vet-
erinarian as well as dairy, beef and horse
farmer/producer, was named the winner
of the National Institute for Animal Agri-
culture’s (NIAA) President’s Award for
her leadership of the Cattle Health Com-
mittee at the association’s annual meet-
ing. In presenting the award, NIAA Chief
Executive Officer Michele Vise-Brown
said, “Dr. Jordan’s commitment to animal
agriculture industry, NIAA and the Cattle
Health Committee is outstanding. She is
always willing to go the extra mile.” Dr.
Jordan is involved in numerous other
animal agriculture organizations nation-
ally and in North Carolina. She and her
husband, Norman, operate a 60-head
Brown Swiss dairy herd and raise
Percheron horses.  ▲

DR. MARVIN BEEMAN RECEIVES THE NIAA MERITO-
RIOUS SERVICE AWARD FROM NIAA CHAIRMAN OF
THE BOARD R. SCOTT STUART

DR. KAREN JORDAN RECEIVES THE NIAA PRESI-
DENT’S AWARD FROM NIAA CEO MICHELE VISE-
BROWN

DR. NEVIL SPEER



Four industry leaders represent-
ing a diverse cross-section of animal
agriculture were newly elected to
the Board of Directors of the Nation-
al Institute for Animal Agriculture at
the association’s annual meeting  in
April in Sacramento.  T h e y
were John Adams, National Milk
Producers Federation, Dr. Robert
Fourdraine, Wisconsin Livestock
Identification Consortium, Perry
Mobley, Alabama Farmers Federation,
and Dr. Cindy Wolf, University of Min-
nesota College of Veterinary Medicine
and sheep producer.   

“We are very pleased that these out-
standing leaders have agreed to join our
board.  We are certain that they will help
us meet the challenges that face animal

agriculture in the years ahead,” said
Board Chairman R. Scott Stuart.   

Current board members who were
reelected include  Dr. Rafael Seneriz,
Elanco Animal Health, and Dr. Annette
Whiteford, California Department of
Food and Agriculture.

Retiring from the Board this year are

Dr. Lawrence Heider, the Association of
American Veterinary Medical Colleges,
Jon Johnson, Texas Farm Bureau, and
Kevin Maher, GlobalVetLink, LC.  

In presenting the out-going board
members a plaque of appreciation, Stuart
said, “These very busy individuals have
contributed their time and talent for as
long as six years, and we, the industry,
owe them a huge debt of gratitude.”  ▲
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‘State-of-the-Organization’ Update by New CEO
Delivering her first “State-of-the-

Organization” speech, new NIAA CEO
Michele Vise-Brown noted that the asso-
ciation’s last fiscal year had been one of
“transitions” with staff and program
changes as well as significant trends
which affected the entire industry.

Vise-Brown called special attention
to the success of ID•INFO EXPO 2006

and what it portends for the 2007 event.
She also took time to thank Dr. Nevil
Speer for his leadership as Interim NIAA
CEO.    

Looking to the future, Vise-Brown
noted that the long-range planning
process, Vision 2020 was underway and
would continue charting NIAA’s course
throughout its next fiscal year.  ▲

2006 NIAA
Annual Report
The NIAA
A n n u a l
Report for
2006 was
d i s t r i b -
uted for
the first
time at
t h e
annual meeting
in Sacramento last April with a
new cover and format.   As usual,
it covers the year’s major events
and activities.   “It also pays tribute
to all of the members who really
are the power behind NIAA,”
explains CEO Michele Vise-Brown.
To receive a copy please call or
email Jenna Brown at 270-782-9798
or jbrown@animalagriculture.org. 

New Board Members Elected, Retirees
Recognized

JON CASPERS AND SCOTT STUART HONOR RETIRING BOARD
MEMBERS KEVIN MAHER AND JON JOHNSON

2007 NIAA SYMPOSIUM PLANNING COMMITTEE (L-R): ANNETTE WHITEFORD,
MICHELE VISE-BROWN, JIM FRALEY, NANCY ROBINSON, TOM COOK, KAREN JORDAN,
RIA DEGRASSI, SCOTT STUART AND JAMES MCKEAN

THE HORSE TREADMILL IS DEMONSTRATED DURING A TOUR OF THE EQUINE
ATHLETIC PERFORMANCE LAB AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-DAVIS
SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE.

ANNUAL MEETING GUESTS NETWORK DURING A RECEPTION BEFORE THE NIAA
MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND RECOGNITION BANQUET.

DURING THE “WELCOME
TO CALIFORNIA” RECEP-
TION, RIA DE GRASSI,
CALIFORNIA SECRETARY
OF AGRICULTURE KAWA-
MURA, AND JON CASPERS
DRAW FOR DOOR PRIZES.
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cies, the high cost of oil or both, would keep the price of
corn at its current price or higher for at least the next two
years or until production can catch up with demand.  Dr.
Meyer observed that the high cost of corn is politically driv-
en by federal and state energy policies rather than market
forces.  “So as long as the price of oil stays high and our
energy policies remain in effect, the price of corn is likely to
remain high,” he said.  

Further, Dr. Meyer predicted that ethanol might very
likely be an “event” in agriculture equal to the introduction
of soybeans as a U.S. crop or even the widespread adoption
of the tractor.   

As with many things, California has its own unique situ-
ation that is atypical of the rest of the country when it comes
to ethanol.   Due to the heavy concentration of dairy cattle,
the ever-present issues relating to water availability and use
and state environmental air quality policies which created
carbon credits, ethanol works well in all respects in Califor-
nia.  “Yes, the cost of corn is high,” concedes Jones, “but the
value of wet distillers grain as dairy feed helps offset that
expense.   And, price signals sent to the American corn
farmer will quickly encourage significant corn production.”

In fact, Jones predicts that California farmers may
become significant corn producers, “and not just for silage.”   

The use of the coproducts, distillers grains—wet and
dried, was discussed by each presenter from their varying
perspectives.   All agree, to date, that inconsistency in the
nutritional content of these products is a problem for live-
stock and poultry producers. However, with the demand for
these products rising, ethanol producers will eventually find
ways to make their coproducts more reliable and easier to
use.  

Dr. Meerdink warned that cattle producers in particular
will need to be aware of health issues resulting from distillers
grains.  For example, they can cause calcium and phospho-
rus imbalance to the point where cattle develop kidney
stones.   High sulfur levels can cause several problems
including polioencaphaloamalacia (which is not the polio
virus humans can contract, but rather a condition in which
the cow’s brain is damaged).  Another is copper deficiencies
because sulfur & copper readily combine rendering the cop-
per unavailable to the animal.  

In addition to the difference in nutrient level between
whole corn and DDGS products, “what’s in the grain comes
with the DDGS,” Dr. Meerdink explained.  This includes
mycotoxins such as aflatoxin, ochratoxin and fumonisins,
and antimicrobial agents such as virginiamycin. Fumonisin is
particularly dangerous in the equine diet.  

“One-third—or 11.5 billion pounds— of all the fats and
oils produced in the U.S. come from rendered livestock prod-
ucts.  The other two-thirds come mainly from soybeans, but
also from other grains such as corn and canola.” Mr. Kaluzny
pointed out. “We have a surplus of these feedstocks which
are used to make biodiesel, from whichever source.”   

PowerPoint presentations from Drs. Meyer and
Meerdink and Mr. Kaluzny are available at the NIAA website,
www.animalagriculture.org, under the  NIAA News tab, click
on the second “Zimmcomm” Release.   You can view their
presentations and hear recorded interviews of each of the
four speakers.   You can also see their presentations on the
2007 Annual Meeting proceedings tab.  ▲

NIAA Conventioneers (cont’d from page 1) 2007 NIAA Annual 
Meeting Sponsors
Platinum Level

CattleNetwork.com

Fort Dodge Animal Health

Gold Level

Micro Beef Technologies, Ltd. 
and Micro Dairy Logic, Ltd.

Silver Level

American Veterinary 
Medical Association 

IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.

PIC North America

Bronze Level

Boehringer Ingelheim 
Vetmedica, Inc.

Calf News

California Farm Bureau 
Federation

Cargill

The CNA Corporation

Dairy Farmers of America, Inc.

Elanco Animal Health 

Merial

MetaFarms, Inc.

National Pork Board

Pfizer Animal Health, Inc.

United States Animal 
Health Association

Contributors

American Association of Avian Pathologists

Brower, A Division of Hawkeye Steel Products, Inc.

Livestock Marketing Association

National Livestock Producers Association

Western United Dairymen
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Dr. Michael Doyle of the University
of Georgia Center for Food Supply gave
the keynote address during the special
one-day symposium:  “Foodborne Ill-
nesses and Antibiotic Resistance Asso-
ciated with Zoonotic Pathogens.”  He
noted that the major bacteriological
causes of enteric foodborne illnesses
were Campylobacter jejuni, 2.4 million
cases per year; Salmonella, 1.4 cases
per year; and E. coli 0157:H7, 75,000
cases per year.  These pathogens are
carried in the intestinal tract of wild
and domestic animals and humans. 

They can be spread by direct or
indirect contact but generally by fecal
contamination of foods.  This may also
occur via fertilizers, polluted irrigation
or processing water.

Doyle made remarks about a
“manure glut,” noting that five tons of
animal manure is produced annually
nationwide for every person living in
the U.S. The amount of
animal manure is 130
times greater than the
amount of human waste
produced.  Livestock pro-
duce about 1.37 billion
tons of manure, and 90%
of that comes from cattle.

He presented results
from a British study show-
ing that 20.8% of fresh
sheep manure contained
E. coli, 8.3%, Salmonella
and 20.8% Campylobacter.

A New York study
compared conventional and organic
farms in several states noting that there
have been increased cases of E. coli on
fresh produce.  This is primarily of
ruminant origin – mainly cattle.

He noted that from 1996 – 2005,
there have been 8,151 cases of food-
borne illness attributed to produce.

Lettuce has been the main problem.
The 2006 spinach case was traced to a
50 acre plot in San Benoit County, CA.
The plot was in the second year of a 3-
year transition to organic production.
Most of the ranch was used for cattle
grazing (grass-fed beef). A December
2006 case occurred in several states
with bagged lettuce, and E. coli was
found to be similar to E. coli in dairy
cows in the vicinity. 

He mentioned the durability of E.
coli 0157:H7, noting that it survives on
produce – parsley, 177 days; carrots 175
days; onions,  84 days; and leaf lettuce,
77 days.  It survives in the soil of pars-
ley fields, 217 days: carrot fields, 196
days; onion fields, 168 days; and leaf
lettuce fields, 154 days.

Doyle moved on to public health
issues associated with antibiotic resist-
ant foodborne pathogens, noting that
Europe’s elimination of using antibi-
otics for growth promotion may have
resulted in increased intestinal disease
in animals, and thus, increased the use
of therapeutic antibiotics with resultant
increases in resistance.    Denmark, for
example,  banned antibiotics for
growth promotion in 1998.  However,
by 2004, there was a 41% increase in
therapeutic uses.  So he cautions that a
sweeping rule banning antibiotics for
growth promotion may have unintend-
ed effects.  Minimizing the use of
antimicrobials should be weighted

against the likelihood of
increasing the level of
pathogens in food.    Sick
animals must be treated
for humanitarian reasons.
Thorough risk assess-
ments should be used to
guide decisions.

Dr. Morris Potter of
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, Center for Food
Safety and Applied Nutri-
tion (FDA) spoke on “Agri-
cultural and Environmen-
tal Implications of E. coli.”

He also reviewed the California spinach
and lettuce situation.  He noted that in
both instances there were cattle opera-
tions adjacent to the problem produce
fields.   He encouraged attendees to
reconsider the terms “Farm Worker”
and “Food Worker,” noting that the
term Food Worker is perhaps more

descriptive because it infers that the
workers are producing a food item. He
also questioned how clean irrigation
water needs to be and how far live-
stock should be from produce fields.
Should we consider irradiation of fresh
produce, noting that so many more
produce items are now consumed fresh
rather than cooked?   He made an inter-
esting comment that when nutritionists
recommend five servings of vegetables
per day that does NOT say five servings
of raw vegetables. He suggested areas
needing improvement:  animal man-
agement issues, water quality and safe-
ty, processing/packing operations,
worker health/hygiene and harvest
tools and equipment.  Potter comment-
ed on problems with ready-to-eat crops
in close proximity to livestock waste,
suggesting that similar types of bacte-
ria have been found as far as 20 miles
from produce fields. But it depends so
much on soil type, slope and many
other factors.  Both Doyle and Potter
commented that in many instances, E.
coli is not just ON the leaf; somehow
the organism may also be IN the leaf so
that washing is not necessarily going to
solve the problem with some raw pro-
duce.

Mr. Benson Yee, Chair of the Cali-
fornia Department of Food and Agricul-
ture Food Emergency Response Unit,
described the phases of an environ-
mental investigation:  surveillance, epi-
demiological / laboratory investiga-
tion, traceback/traceforward investiga-
tion, environmental investigation, farm
investigation and final report. He noted
that the CDC estimates that for every
case of 0157, approximately 20 are
unreported.  There have been 22 leafy

2007 Annual Meeting Symposium

Impact of Animal Production Safety Practices on the Food Supply

DR. MORRIS POTTER

MR. BENSON YEE

SEE Impact on Food Supply | PAGE 10

DR. MICHAEL DOYLE



green outbreaks associated with 0157
in the last 12 years.  Of the 22, 12 have
been traced to California.  Most out-

breaks have been in late summer and
early fall.  California has developed
CALFERT – California Foods Emergency
Response Team. Yee commented that it
is better to get to know others working
in food emergency responses before an
emergency occurs.  

Dr. Birgit Puschner of the Universi-
ty of California-Davis was the final
speaker of the day, and she gave a fas-
cinating presentation: “The Importance
of Veterinary Toxicology for Animal
Agriculture and the Food Supply.”  She
presented a number of case studies of
animal poisonings with pesticides,
chemicals, mycotoxins, algal toxins
and even poisonous plants.  She

demonstrated the difficulty of testing
for large numbers of toxins but also
showed a number of significant inves-
tigative successes.  Her main point was
that both producers and veterinarians
especially need to be more aware that
animal illness can be caused by some-
thing other than viruses or bacteria,
including the materials listed above.   ▲
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This article was submitted by
Lyndon Irwin, PhD,  Missouri State
University, Chairman of the NIAA
Sheep and Goat Health Committee.
It was also published in Sheep
Industry News.  

Impact on Food Supply (continued from page 9)

DR. BIRGIT PUSCHNER

Dr. Ron DeHaven Named
Executive Vice President of
AVMA

Dr. Ron
DeHaven has
been named exec-
utive vice presi-
dent of the Ameri-
can Veterinary
Medical Associa-
tion, succeeding
Dr. Bruce Little
who retired. Dr.
DeHaven steps
into the position
after having served
as the USDA’s top animal health official.
He began his career with APHIS in 1979,
then was named to lead APHIS in April
2004. Although Dr. DeHaven accepted
the AVMA position in late March, he
remained at APHIS for a few months to
attend the 75th General Conference of
the World Organization for Animal
Health, May 20-25, in his governmental
role and to complete several projects.

Dr. Heider to Retire from
AAVMC

Dr. Lawrence E. Heider, executive
director of the Association of American
Veterinary Medical Colleges (AAVMC),
has announced his plans to retire in
August. 

Dr. Heider has been active in NIAA
activities and served on the Board of
Directors from 2004 - 2006.    

“Dr. Heider is a visionary leader who
has taken the AAVMC to a new level of
prominence,” said Dr. Lance Perryman,
AAVMC president and Dean of the Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine and Biomed-
ical Sciences at Colorado State Universi-
ty.  “His leadership, especially in work-
force development and diversity, will
benefit the entire profession for years to
come.”

Among his many other accomplish-
ments, Dr. Heider oversaw the introduc-
tion of federal legislation to increase
capacity in veterinary medical education.
He also initiated a long range planning
exercise, which will assist veterinary col-
leges as they prepare to meet the chal-
lenges of 2040.  

Dr. Heider graduated from The Ohio
State University School of Veterinary
Medicine in 1964 and then practiced for a
short while before returning to OSU.  In
1991 he became dean of the Atlantic Vet-
erinary College at the University of Prince
Edward Island and held that position
until he became that university’s Presi-
dent.   He has been with AAVMC since
2002. 

In the future he plans to stay active
in organized veterinary medicine and
academia, and states, “my retirement
from this job isn’t the end of a career, it’s
just the start of a new chapter.”

Smith Lands New Role at
USDA/APHIS

Cindy Smith has been appointed
the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service’s new associate
administrator. In her new role, Smith will
assist in managing one of USDA’s most
multi-faceted agencies, charged with
defending America’s animal and plant
resources from agricultural pests and dis-
eases. In making the announcement, Dr.
Ron DeHaven, administrator for
USDA/APHIS, acknowledged Smith’s 28-
year career at APHIS and her commit-
ment to “public service, vast knowledge
of agency activities and dedication to
protecting American agriculture.” 

Ivy Animal Health at 
Eli Lilly

Ivy Animal Health, Inc. will become
an operating unit of Eli Lilly and Compa-
ny’s Elanco Animal Health division under
an acquisition agreement announced
May 25 by Lilly. The transaction is
expected to close near the end of the sec-
ond quarter of 2007, contingent upon
regulatory approval. Privately held Ivy
was established in 1982 and includes
four divisions—Ivy Laboratories, VetLife,
Ivy Natural Solutions and AgSpan—and
will continue to operate from its current
location in Overland Park, Kan. Upon
deal closing, Ivy will become a wholly
owned subsidiary of Lilly. ▲

Members in the News • Members in the News • Members in the News

DR. RON DEHAVEN
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National Associations & 
Commercial Organizations:
American Assn. of Bovine Practitioners
American Assn. of Small Ruminant Prac-

titioners
American Assn. of Swine Veterinarians
American Assn. of Veterinary 

Laboratory Diagnosticians
American Feed Industry Assn.
American Veal Assn.
APC, Inc.
Bio-Rad Labs
Bock’s Cattle-Identi Co., Inc.
Dairy Farmers of America, Inc.
Digital Angel Corp., Destron Fearing
Elanco Animal Health
GlobalVetLink, L.C.
Intervet, Inc.
Iowa Select Farms
National DHIA, Inc.
National Milk Producers Federation
National Pork Board
National Pork Producers Council
USDA, APHIS, VS, Centers for 

Epidemiology & Animal Health
Wiechman Pig Co., Inc.
Y-Tex Corp.

State-level Associations & Publicly 
Supported Institutions / Agencies:

Alabama Dept. of Agriculture & 
Industries

Arizona Dept. of Agriculture
Arkansas Livestock & Poultry 

Commission
California Farm Bureau Federation
Clemson Univ., Livestock & Poultry

Health Division & State Veterinary
Office

Colorado State Univ., Dept. of 
Extension/Animal Science

Florida Dept. of Agriculture & 
Consumer Services

Idaho State Dept. of Agriculture
Illinois Farm Bureau
Illinois Pork Producers Assn.
Indiana Farm Bureau, Inc.
Indiana State Board of Animal Health

Iowa Dept. of Agriculture & Land 
Stewardship

Iowa State Univ. Outreach Academy
Kentucky Dept. of Agriculture
Montana Dept. of Livestock
Nebraska Dept. of Agriculture
New Mexico Livestock Board
North Carolina State Univ., Dept. of Ani-

mal & Poultry Science
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation, Inc.
Ontario Pork Producers Marketing Board
South Dakota Pork Producers Council
Univ. of Illinois, College of Veterinary

Medicine
Univ. of Kentucky, Livestock Disease

Diagnostic Center
Univ. of Kentucky, Dept. of Veterinary

Science

Individual Members  (Self-employed)
Dr. Martha A. Acosta
Dr. Joseph F. Connor
Ms. J. Amelita Facchiano
Dr. Mary H. Giddens
Mr. Bill Hawks
Mr. Robert Kleemeier
Dr. Beth Lautner
Dr. Wendell Peden
Dr. Valerie E. Ragan
Dr. Don Sanders
Mr. Marvin Shurley

Affiliate Membership  (Non-voting)
Animart
Battelle
Bovigen LLC
Brakke Consulting, Inc.
Dalton EID Systems Ltd.
Dr. Jake Hines
HI-PLAINS Sys, Inc.
Lawrence Livermore National 

Laboratory
MAF Vet Services
McCormick Co.
National Board of Veterinary Medical

Examiners
Optimal Agriculture Consulting, Inc.

National Associations & Commercial
Organizations
American Meat Institute
Mr. James Hodges
1150 Connecticut Avenue NW 
12th Floor
Washington, DC 20036

Fort Dodge Animal Health
Dr. Tom Lenz
9225 Indian Creek Parkway Suite 400
Overland Park, KS  66210

Individual Members (Self-Employed)
Mr. Walt Boland
DataHerd Inc.
12065 Meridian Road
Peyton, CO  80831

Dr. Pernilla Fajersson
KM 26 5 Carr Fed Veracruz-JA
Veracruz, Mexico

Mr. John Hassell
Zig Beef
2 W 2nd Street, Suite 210
Tulsa, OK  74103

Dr. Richard D. Hull
2704 Tartan Way
Springfield, IL 

Dr. Albert Medvitz
McCormack Sheep & Grain
PO Box 565
Rio Vista, CA  94571

Dr. George West
PO Box 375
Davis, CA  95616

Affiliate Membership 
(Non-Voting)
North American Deer Farmer Assn.
Mr. Shawn Schafer
1215 7th Street, Suite 104
Lake City, MN 55041

USDA, APHIS, VS, National Veteri-
nary Services Laboratory
1800 Dayton Avenue
Ames, IA  50010

Renewing members! 
(during the past quarter)

NIAA welcomes the following new members!!

Member Benefits
• Shape Animal Agriculture - be

integrally involved in addressing
key issues affecting animal agricul-
ture by serving on a committee

• Become a Leader - utilize talents
and enhance your leadership port-
folio by serving as an officer, on the
Board of Directors, or as a commit-
tee leader with a prominent nation-
al organization

• Voting Rights - allows you to influ-
ence industry direction

• Weekly News Bulletin - stay
abreast of industry news and infor-
mation relating to key issues in ani-
mal agriculture

• Listed in Virtual Membership
Directory - have a direct link to
your organization’s Internet site

• Discounts on NIAA Meeting
Registration - save money on edu-
cational meetings, conferences,
and continuing education opportu-
nities

• Discounts on NIAA Educational
Material - save money on NIAA-
produced training and educational
resources

• animal agriculture - receive the
official quarterly NIAA newsletter
and other NIAA publications such
as the Species Health Reports

• Multiple Organization Contacts
Permitted - at no extra cost, with
full voting privileges for National
and State-Level Members.

For more details on the many ben-
efits of NIAA membership or to
receive a DVD about NIAA, visit
our website at www.animalagricul-
ture.org or call 270-782-9798.
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tant prerequisite to trade, both globally and here in our home
markets.  From enhancing producer efficiency to improving
food safety, identification technology is expanding marketing
options at all levels of the supply chain. The presentations, dis-
cussions and tradeshow exhibits at ID•INFO EXPO will spot-
light our progress and the opportunities that still lie ahead that
will continue to revolutionize the way we all do business,”
agree both chairmen.   

The format of the 2007 event will change slightly in that it
will open with the Keynote General Session, at 1:00 p.m., Tues-
day, August 28 and will close at noon, Thursday, August 30.  

Following the Keynote Session will be a session devoted
to the current status of various North American Traceability
Programs, then a reception at the opening of the trade show.

Wednesday sessions will cover “Practical Solutions in
Place Today, “ “Where Will Technology Take Us,” “Creating
Value from Traceability,” and “Gaining Production Efficien-
cies.” The final topics scheduled for Thursday morning are
“What Does the Future Hold” and “Bringing It All Together.” 

The ever-popular trade show, where attendees can see the
latest technologies and systems, will be open for a Tuesday
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. reception and all day Wednesday begin-
ning at 7:00 a.m., then closing Thursday morning following a
continental breakfast. ▲

A complete program outline, forms for event and
hotel registration as well as  information on event spon-
sorship and tradeshow exhibiting are all available at the
NIAA website, www.animalagriculture.org.   

The NIAA staff stands ready to answer your ques-
tions or assist you in anyway they can.  Call them at 270-
782-9798.” 

Make Your Plans Today!

Featuring speakers from across the globe!

August 28 - 30, 2007
Westin Crown Center
Kansas City, Missouri


