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Renderers
• Process dead cattle, trim, and offal into 

animal feeds
• Regulated by FDA
• Website with information on the process 

and a directory of renderers:

nationalrenderers.org



Current Deadstock Disposal
Table 1. USDA Estimates of Mortality Disposal Methods 

Dairy1, 2 Beef 3

Calves Cows Feedlots4 Cow/Calf5

Buried 35.3 22.7 5.3 33.5

Burned/incinerated 2.8 2.2 0 34.6 

Rendered 43.8 62.4 94.1 20.0

Composted 10.1 6.9 0 0

Landfill 2.4 1.9 0.5 4.9

Other 5.6 3.9 0.1 7.0

Total 100 100 100 100

1/. Source: USDA/APHIS, National Animal Health Monitoring System, Dairy 2002 
2/. Percent of operations using each disposal method (only data available) 
3/. Percent of mortalities disposed by each method 
4/. Source: USDA/APHIS, National Animal Health Monitoring System, Feedlot 1999 
5/. Source: USDA/APHIS, National Animal Health Monitoring System, Beef 1997 



1997 FDA “Feed Ban” (21 CFR 589:2000) 

• No material from cows, sheep and goats can be fed to 
cows, sheep and goats. (No ruminant products fed to 
ruminants). 

• Inspections and audits by FDA concluded there is 
greater than 99% compliance. 

Government Regulations
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2008 Amendments to the FDA “Feed Ban”
• Brain and spinal cord from cattle 30 months of age and 

over must be removed from animal feed.

Government Regulations



Enhancing The Feed Ban
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Tallow Rules – 21 CFR 589.2000

• Tallow for use in animal feed

SOURCE OF 
TALLOW 

INSOLUBLE 
IMPURITIES 

LEVEL

FEED USE CAUTION 
STATEMEN

T 
REQUIRED 

REGULATION 

any source (non-CMPAF 
or CMPAF) 

< or = 0.15% allowed in all 
animal feeds 

None 21 CFR 589.2000 
and 589.2001 

non-CMPAF > 0.15% allowed in all 
non-ruminant 

feeds 

“do not feed to 
cattle or other 

ruminants” 

589.2000 

CMPAF > 0.15% not allowed in 
animal feed 

“do not feed to 
animals” 

589.2001 



The New Feed Rule Places 
Requirements on Renderers

Cattle materials intended for 
animal feeds must have 
prohibited material (CMPAF) 
removed and separated



Raw Material Requirements
Brain and spinal cord from cattle 30 

months or older must be excluded

Over 30 Months of Age Under 30 Months of Age



Segregation of brain and spinal 
cords from other rendered material



Deadstock Renderers’ 
Challenge is More Difficult



THUS…

Producers must call for service 
immediately after animal dies



Requirements on Renderers

Renderers that process cattle 
materials for animal feed must 
document that such materials 
are free of CMPAF



Producers that have age 
documentation will be asked 
to sort and mark carcasses over 
and under 30 months of age

Age Certification Needed



THUS…

Producers can keep costs down 
by furnishing age certification to 
renderer

Your renderer can provide a form



Example 
Form-

We’ll go 
through it… 
one item at 
a time



Do you raise, feed or own cattle that   
are 30 months of age or older?  

Yes
No*

* If answer is no, skip the remaining questions, 
sign, date and return this certification.

Age Certification Needed



Do you have records to determine and 
verify age of cattle in your herd? 

Yes *
No

* Records verifying age must be kept for 1 year.

Age Certification Needed



Do you have records to determine 
and verify age of cattle in your herd? 

Records for some cattle
Records for all cattle

Check whether you have some or all records

Age Certification Needed



For cattle having records to determine 
age, do you agree to segregate and 
mark cattle carcasses as under 30 
months of age or 30 months of age and 
older? 

Yes 
No

Age Certification Needed



To mark carcasses, use an orange paint 
stick.  If orange is not available, 
another color that is easily visible on 
your cattle may be used.

Marking Carcasses for Age



For each carcass 30 months of age or 
older, draw an “X” on the side.

Marking Carcasses for Age



For each carcass less than 30 months 
of age, draw a “U” on the side.

Marking Carcasses for Age



Raw Material Requirements
Brain and spinal cord from cattle 30 

months or older must be excluded

Over 30 Months of Age Under 30 Months of Age



If age is uncertain or unknown, do 
not mark the carcass.

Marking Carcasses for Age



Renderers must assume the age 
cannot be documented from records 
and/or such records are not maintained 
for at least one year for any cattle 
carcasses left unmarked. 

Age Certification Needed



These carcasses may be assessed 
a higher fee to defray additional labor 
costs associated with dentition and 
handling.

Age Certification Needed



You must be truthful in declaring 
age of dead cattle

Age Certification Needed



Name __________ Business: __________
Signature: __________ Date:__________
Phone: __________ Address: __________
Email: __________                 __________

Signature and Critical Information
The following information must be legible.



This constitutes a statement that is 
subject to inspection and verification 
by the U.S. FDA

Be Aware of Legal Obligations



Undersigned, and/or Supplier may be 
subject to civil and criminal penalties 
under 18 U.S.C. Section 1001(a) (2) & 
(a) (3),

Be Aware of Legal Obligations



Whoever….makes or uses any false 
writing or document knowing the 
same to contain any materially false 
fictitious or fraudulent statement . . . 
shall be fined under this title, 
imprisoned not more than 5 years . . . 
or both.

Be Aware of Legal Obligations



Burial
Landfill
Composting
Incineration
Alkaline Hydrolysis

Other Disposal Alternatives

Rendering is the most suitable 
technology to protect human and 

animal health and the environment



Expected Impact of 2008 Rule on 
Disposal

• CMPAF from slaughter: 28 million pounds
– initially, disposal most likely to be primarily by 

landfill
• Cattle mortalities:  forecast of 26.2 – 41.6% 

decrease in cattle and calves sent to 
rendering
– this means 369 million – 577 million lbs. will 

have to be disposed of by some means other 
than rendering for animal feed use



Questions?
CVM BSE web page:  

http://www.fda.gov/cvm/bsetoc.html

For further questions contact:

Shannon Jordre, Division of Compliance
shannon.jordre@fda.hhs.gov phone 240-276-922

OR
Burt Pritchett, DVM, Division of Animal Feeds
burt.pritchett@fda.hhs.gov phone 240-453-6860



David L. Meeker
National Renderers Association
801 North Fairfax Street, Suite 205
Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone: 703-683-2633
Email: dmeeker@nationalrenderers.com

nationalrenderers.org
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