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November 4‐5, Kansas City

Hosted and organized by Livestock Marketing 
Association

Common understanding and approach to 
enhancing current US cattle ID/traceability 
systems 

Implement an achievable, workable, cost‐
effective cattle ID system for production, 
marketing and processing sectors.
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American Angus Association
American Farm Bureau Federation
Dairy Farmers of America
Livestock Marketing Association
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association
National Farmers Union
National Livestock Producers Association
R‐CALF USA
Texas Cattle Feeders Association
US Cattlemen’s Association
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Livestock ID plan for cattle must be specie‐specific

Diversity in the way cattle are 

Raised 

Marketed

Processed
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1. Minimize additional costs

2. Cattle ID information under control of state 
animal health officials and kept confidential.

3. System must operate at speed of commerce.

4. Brucellosis/TB surveillance and control should be 
the model for interstate program.

5. Enhancements of historical ID systems must be 
phased‐in over appropriate period.

PRINCIPLES
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6. Individual ID of adult cattle using model of 
historically‐established federal and state cattle 
disease programs.

Voluntary, industry goal to accomplish by 
2015

Evaluate phased‐in addition of other cattle 
based on experience

7. Producers protected from liability for acts after 
cattle have left their control.

PRINCIPLES

March  17,  2010



8. Sole purpose:  cattle disease surveillance, control, 
eradication.

9. State animal health officials assign identifier for 
person responsible for livestock.

10.Goal:  respond rapidly and effectively to animal 
health emergencies.

11.Prevent introduction of FAD.

12.Flexibility using established and evolving ID 
methods.

PRINCIPLES
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December 15 letter to Secretary Vilsack

AAA, AFBF, DFA, LMA, NCBA, R‐CALF USA, 
TCFA, USCA

Request meeting to discuss

December 22 meeting with MRP Under Secretary 
Avalos 

AAA, AFBF, LMA, NCBA, R‐CALF USA

Assist in review of animal ID/traceability 
systems

ACTIONS
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January 13 letter to Congress

Leadership of House and Senate Agriculture 
Committees and Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittees

February 5 USDA announcement
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