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Secretary’s Advisory Committee on 
Animal Health (SACAH)

Purpose:
• Advise the Secretary on strategies, policies, and 

programs that prevent, control, or eradicate 
diseases of national significance 

• Lead the dialogue on public health concerns, 
conservation of natural resources, and the 
stability of livestock economies

• Engage the public in dialogue on topics such as 
– Livestock disease management
– Traceability strategies
– Prioritizing animal health issues



SACAH - Members

Chair
Dr. Donald E. Hoenig

donald.e.hoenig@maine.gov
State Animal Health Official

Maine 

Vice-Chair
Ms. Judith McGeary
judith@farmandranchfreedom.org 

Attorney Agricultural Law, 
Sustainable Farmer (lamb, poultry, 

cattle horses) 
Texas

• Mr. Maximiliano A. Fernandez
fernandezranch@gorge.net 
Cattle/Open Range Sheep 
Washington 

• Dr. John R. Fischer 
jfischer@uga.edu 
Wildlife 
Georgia 

• Dr. Andrew Goodwin
agoodwin@uaex.edu
Aquaculture
Arkansas

• Ms. Vicki Hebb
vicki.hebb@indianaglink.com

Cattle and cow/calf operation and Hebb
Bucking Horses
South Dakota Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
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SACAH - Members

• Dr. Howard Hill
hhill@iowaselect.com
Swine Health 
Iowa 

• Mr. Morris Johnson
pjfarm@whti.net 
Livestock Farmer 
Arkansas

• Mr. John C. Kalmey
kalmey@shelbybb.net 
Dairy (Holstein) Cattle
Kentucky 

• Dr. Charles E. Massengill
crmvetconsult@embarqmail.com 
Cattle Herd Health and Production 
Medicine 
Missouri

• Dr. David Meeker (PhD)
dmeeker@nationalrenderers.com
Rendering 
Virginia 

• Dr. Boyd Parr
bparr@clemson.edu
State Animal Health Official 
South Carolina

• Ms. S. Genell Pridgen
rainbow28580@embarqmail.com
Sustainable practices; small farm livestock-
sheep, poultry, pastured pork, rabbits, 
North Carolina

• Dr. Willie Reed
wreed@purdue.edu
Poultry and Avian Diseases 
Indiana
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SACAH - Members

• Mr. Charles R. Rogers
rogers.charlesr@yahoo.com
Livestock Dealing, Auction, and Marketing 
New Mexico 

• Dr. Philip A. Stayer
phil.stayer@sandersonfarms.com
Poultry 
Mississippi 

• Mr. Gilles Stockton
gillesstockton@gmail.com
Cattle and Sheep Rancher
Montana

• Mr. Brian Thomas
bthomas.inca@yahoo.com 
Cattle (Angus) 
Nevada

• Dr. Elizabeth Wagstrom
wags0001@umn.edu
Veterinarian Public Health and Swine 
Medicine 
Minnesota

• Dr. Cindy Wolf
wolfx006@umn.edu
Sheep and cattle farmer and small 
ruminant veterinarian
Minnesota
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Traceability –
major areas of comment

• Role of brands
• Avoidance of an unfunded mandate scenario
• Inclusion of feeder cattle
• Security and confidentiality of information collected
• Extension of the comment period for the proposed rule
• Maintaining the speed of commerce
• Technology for both identification devices and 

certificates of veterinary inspection
• Tribal sovereignty
• Statement of objectives of the framework and the 

problems it is intended to address



Avoidance of an unfunded mandate 
scenario

Issue:  Information technology, data management, tags, and other 
performance requirements could impose costs that would 
burden stakeholders. 

Committee Recommendation: The proposed rule should 
incorporate concrete provisions to ensure it will not result in an 
unfunded mandate. The proposed rule should provide that the 
regulatory requirements will be suspended if, at any point, there 
is insufficient funding, specifically for the costs to producers for 
identification devices; costs to States for necessary personnel 
and technology; and the costs to other impacted individuals 
(such as veterinarians, sales facilities, and other market 
facilitators) for any mandated practices and technology. 



Extension of the comment period for 
the proposed rule

• Issue:  The proposed rule for animal disease 
traceability will be published during a busy 
season for those in agriculture, and many 
individuals will be impacted. 

• Committee Recommendation: The comment 
period for the proposed rule should be 
extended to 120 days.  



SACAH

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/acah/
• January 20-21, 2011, Washington, DC

Federal Register Notice - (pdf) 
Agenda (doc) (pdf)

• March 4, 2011 Teleconference 
Federal Register Notice - (pdf) 

Agenda - (docx) (pdf)
• May 13, 2011 Teleconference 

(Updated) Federal Register Notice - (pdf) 
Agenda (not yet available) - (doc) (pdf)

• July 22, 2011
Federal Register Notice - (pdf) 

Agenda (not yet available) - (doc) (pdf) 
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