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Benefits of factory farms

just illusions

f they updated the movie, Dorothy
wouldn't live on Uncle Henry and Auatic
Em’s farm. The tornado would blow her
away from a corporately owned
concentrated animal feeding operation.
1I'm gucssing she'd scttle down in Oz instead
of going back.
Unlike the old American family farm, there
is nothing particularly m about the \uylmou

But what about animals treated with
contempt? Earlier this year, an undercover
operation by the Human Society of the United

States resulted in f of downer cows being
proddcd beaten or uled by forklift to
of the law.

Adowner cow, one that falls and can’ tgetup,
is more likely to have mad-cow discase. But it
witsn ljusll mkofdlm(halnmiclbnw

meat, dairy products
thesedays

hnmcn used 10 be decentralized and
independent. Thacumld.xufl!nmmdllwy

all produced a vancty of agr
Now, a few b players use concentrated,
actory-inspired techniques to

n

nd r' g"hc l:ck of
respect & com assion or these livin
o tﬂcJ deficit, I wrus

uhmuccnl whndmmumkcu\“
Efficient? Cost-eflective? Modern?
A new report suggests even that is an
nlluuon A team of researchers from the Pew
on Industrial Farm Animal

produce a single p t
measured in animal units.

Calling them animal units
instead of animals sounds
efficient and modem, Treati
b them like units instead o
sentient creatures maises moral
questions.

Presented with photos of
pitiful baby calves that are
immobilized during short, grim lives for the
sake of producing tender veal, a lot of people
cringe. In Arizona, voters banned crates to
confine calves and pregnant sows.

But the system goes on,

To paraphrase Uncle Heary: "We can't go
against the law of free enterprise, Dorothy,™

Orsowearcetold,

Modem farming methods are more efficient.
That, weare told, is what matters.

Yet evidence has been mounting for years
about the problems that result from factory
farming. There's the evolution of drug-resistant
strains of bacteria as the result of overusing
antibiotics on animals that arc prone to discase
when kept in close confinement. There is the
vast amount of animal waste produced in these
huge operations,

Most people didn’t know about the
nauscating practice of using cattle brains and
spinal tissue in feed for other cows until the
practice was banned in an effort to curb the

spread of mad cow discasc.
It raised nagging questions about the
philosophical nnings of factory farming

that went beyond mad-cow discase. Cows were
never meant 10 be cannibals, Animals were
never meant 10 be units on a production line. At
uhnl point does this quest for efficiency

our moral y a8 stewards of
the planct?

Food is something sacred, We gather over it
during family celebrations. We pray before we
catit.

An ammal mscd with rup«t for its nccda

and th
xlaughtcmi. fits the i of food we bless for
the health it pvuww

Pmducuon. funded by the Pew Chantable
Trusts, did a 2e-year study that found factory

farming is only an economic success § if

you fail to consider the full costs to public
Ith, the cnv and rural

“Farmers relin unhcd lhcn once-

ammn h y decision-

making auth h for that

pronde nsun:d pnymcm bul require
tal wrote,

“Such comum make it nearly xmpomblc for
there to be open and competitive markets for
most bog and poultry producers.”

They wrote that “while we are raising
-ﬁtwumml the same number of swine as we
did in 1950, for example, we are doing o on
significantly fewer, far larger farms, with
dramatically fewer farm wor m * Corporate
ownership draws investment and wealth away
from rural communities where the farms are
located, they said,

Other things stay in those communities,

Like huge amounts of waste,

The researchers found that more than a
million people use groundwater that shaws
moderate or severe contamination caused, in
part, by this animal wastc, Runoﬂ‘ from these

carries
pcmr:ukundhavy metals.

Air pollution from ammonia, hydrogen
sulfide and mclhnn: gascs can cause

for ncarby residents, and
increased hnghcr rates of neurobehavioral and
newropsychiatnc abnormalities have also been
documented, rescarchers say.

The list of problems on (find the
“Putting Meat on the Table: Industrial Farm
Animal Production in America,” at www
ncifap.org).

Thecmuoffxlory farming are high

If we can't go back 1o Uncle Henry's farm,
maybe we can move forwand 1o a new system of
smaller fanms that are bused on sustamability
and diversity, Like Dorothy s quest 10 go home
1o Kansas, the difficulties might be more a
matter of perception than reality.

And the wizards who insist we have to
continue clevating cfficiency above all else
may just be men blowing

Cage-free egg farms peck
away at consumer reallty

toured a couple of egg farms and changed

o '&“mrudmdumlumnlwmelwhﬂe
t factory 1 questioned
morality of food like cogs inan

1 saw some of the 4 million hens Hickman's
has in so-called battery cages. Animal-ri
advocates find these cages so offensive are
tryingto voteuhclhbmhwomhw

Linda k‘mnfmtrxuhpep
Valdez in those cages for about two
Republic years. Then the birds are eu-
lumn hanized, and new chick

MARK MEMLL/THE ARIZONA KEPURC

Eggs roll along during a wash cycle at Hickman's
Family Farms near Buckeye.

otherinlconﬂ.nlsh‘vglﬂoeﬂlbhh?mm
contrast, 4
Al Bock: By by i o

are brought in.
As [ walked down one row,
% the birds ot my level went
nuts. They fi and cack-
- Ied ﬁl dndnvkb

cmhefxmdonhebm grew

e cient th ?ium ligh

Itise! cages are at a slight
mnmhmhem lonw-comeynnhncol

each row of wire-bottomed

is another conveyor belt onto which the

duckm manure la!lundbpmodmﬂym
ried away, It gets

Thcclnckms dmnﬁ!rl\nlhdby
‘The dust and feathers settled quickly, too. The
barn was clean. The birds looked

This wasn't Birdie Paradise, but it wasn't
Avian Hell, either.

It wasn't nearly as bad as |

Yet, these weren't the hens 1 like to imagine
when 1 crack an into a pan.

I wanted to see happier chickens, The next
stop on my chicken tour was lno(her famﬂy
nwnede}u This one, Egg
Farms of V n!fcyCcnm Cahf mpplkuhecm—
free eggs Hickman's sells in Arizona.

Merelmhms.tho\mndso them, milling

thers. The day- one another,
dimmer.

lwumofﬂmepeople I've changed
mind. il

Aﬁ:{rlhe dbelmmintheﬁnun et
I
'":11 to the farmers market,” 1 said.
t!glnd.b\ud\ouemmpmdu«d

chmhﬂuthﬁmyornnymbebnkhy He
said some farmers-market eggy were found to

meate the shell

OK. S0 1buy egys from caged hens now. And |
buy Hickman's eggs. They are locally produced,
and I've seen the chickens.

I believe farm animals deserve a quality of life
that reflects their status as sentient creatures.
Although they are healthy and well cared for,
I'm not sure the caged chickens I saw fully meet
that standard. I am quite sure the cage-free

around in large sections of long barns.  birds didn't.

Layers of chicken excrement build up on the
floor during the chickens' lives. After the flock

is euthanized, the barn is cleaned and a new
ﬂockhbtwynhNatbomm ilable, but

Consumer demand for cage-free eges created
medug this consumer didn’t really want. It

mfm.beu\moldnsecrm:

mnhcnshyewonduﬂoar where they rest

on the chicken poop until workers collect them.
Neither Hickman nor Ryan Armstrong, vice
pmudcnt of his familys farm, likes to eat the

in cnge-fm chicken houses. He
uyi (hey from the flocks of
rds the farm :znm “Those eggs

|o much cleaner,” he says.
Other things made me uncomfortable about

cm-!m chickens, too.

older birds didn’t have many feathers
around their necks because they peck each

lndkmmm:hembhmh
but few people get the chance to really look at
what's going on and make a reasoned judgment.
That has to change.

If more people looked inside today’s barns,
there would be a demand — based on reality —
for ¢l that would ultimately result in bet-
ter lives for farm animals and a better public im-
age for farmers,

Reach the writer at Linda Valdezi@Arizona
Republic.com.










