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Objective:
To establish an efficient means of 
providing AIN devices to producers while 
maintaining data integrity.

…accurate record of all AINs 
distributed to each premises.

AIN Management System
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Objective:
To establish an efficient means of 
providing AIN devices to producers while 
maintaining data integrity.

…accurate record of all AINs 
distributed to each premises.

AIN Management System

Primary “rule” -
Entity that has the AIN Tag (device) and provides it 
to the premises reports the distribution record.
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Web-based

AIN Management System
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Web-based
Public “Area” 

Listing of authorized ID devices
Authorized Users

Tag Manufacturers
Tag Managers
Tag Resellers
State/federal animal health authorities

AIN Management System
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Web-based
Public 

Listing of authorized ID devices
Authorized Users

Tag Manufacturers
Tag Managers
Tag Resellers
State/federal animal health authorities

AIN Management System

Requires Level 2 
eAuthentication
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an identity verification system used by the USDA to 
provide a single authorization for multiple USDA 
accounts. 

eAuthentication

http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov
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Supports administration of the Animal
Identification Number (AIN)

“840” plus 12
Starting with 840 003 000 000 000

Technology Neutral “compliant”
Can support any ID technologies and methods

AIN Management System
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So how are official ID devices with 
the “840”number determined? 

ID technology/methods recommendations 
from Species WGs/NAIS Subcommittee

Performance requirements
Technology standards
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So how are official ID devices with 
the “840”number determined? 

ID technology/methods recommendations 
from Species WGs/NAIS Subcommittee

Performance requirements
Technology standards

Cattle WG
• Visual
• Tamper evident
• Automated AIN capture as 
cattle move by in a single file 
passage moving at 4 mph …
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So how are official ID devices with 
the “840”number determined? 

ID technology/methods recommendations 
from Species WGs/NAIS Subcommittee

Performance requirements
Technology standards

Cattle WG
• RFID:  ISO 11784/85 

Compliant
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Cattle industry recommends 
ISO 11784 and 11785 
compliant radio frequency 
identification ear tags
RF/AIN Tags have 15-digit 
code printed on the tags
Meets minimum requirements

Tamper evident
Number printed on the tag

AIN/RF Tags - Cattle

840 will replace 982 
when AIN 
implemented
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How will producers obtain “840” ID 
tags?
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AIN Management System
Distribution of AIN/RF Tags

USDA Allocates AINs to authorized Tag 
Manufacturers

Producers obtain tags from:
• AIN Tag Managers
• AIN Tag Resellers
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AIN Management System
Distribution of AIN/RF Tags

USDA Allocates AINs to authorized Tag 
Manufacturers

Producers obtain tags from:
• AIN Tag Managers
• AIN Tag Reseller

An entity authorized by APHIS to distribute AIN 
Tags to a premises.

Has a marketing agreement with an approved 
AIN Tag Manufacturer.
Agrees to validate premises # of tag recipient
Reports distribution of the AINs
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AIN Management System
Distribution of AIN/RF Tags

USDA Allocates AINs to authorized Tag 
Manufacturers

Producers obtain tags from:
• AIN Tag Managers
• AIN Tag Reseller

Who are AIN Tag Managers?
Private companies & service providers
States/Tribes, AVIC offices
Breed registries, NDHIA
Veterinarians
Note: AIN Tag Manufacturers may also be AIN Tag 
Managers
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AIN/RF Tags available this fall for 
bison and cattle

AIN devices for other livestock as 
Species WG reports are received and 
reviewed
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AIN/RF Tags available this fall for 
bison and cattle

AIN devices for other livestock as 
Species WG reports are received and 
reviewed
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