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Introduction  
Å Identify some of the consumer perceptions that are 

driving how we raise livestock.  

ÅWhat is the science and actualities behind these 

perceptions.  

ÅWhat do consumers think of how we do business.  

 



Cage-free Layers 
Consumers Want  Real World/Science Says  

ÅHens should have 

access to the outside.  

ÅThey need more room.  

ÅThey need to socialize 

with their friends . 

ÅCompanies are trying 

to òout welfareó each 

other.  

ÅOrganic farmers report 

losing one -third of their 

outside flock to 

predators.*  

ÅResearch shows the 

more room given to 

laying hens, the greater 

the incidence of vent -

pecking, deaths, and 

injuries.** 

*Agri -View, March 26, 2016, **sustainableeggcoalition.com 



'ÌÙÌɀÚɯÏÖÞɯÈɯÊÏÐÊÒÌÕɯ
ɁÚÖÊÐÈÓÐáÌÚɂȱ 



Misleading Labeling  
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Inside or Outside? 
ÅGrazing, in the publicõs mind appears to be more 
ònaturaló and what the animal prefers. 

ÅHowever, it can ð in certain periods of the year:  
o Deprive the animal of shade  

o Provide few real grazing opportunities (unless intensively managed)  

o Not completely provide for the animalsõ nutritional needs 

ÅGiven the choice, (especially in the summer) cows 
prefer to be fed indoors rather than graze in the 
hot, humid daytime.*  

ÅOther research** shows that cows preferred the 
indoors when it is hot and humid or raining!  

ÅMy point is that cows are natural grazers and do 
enjoy access to the outside sometimes.  

*Animal Briefs, British Society of Animal Science; **JDAS , November 2012 



bST 
Consumers Want  Real World/Science Says  

ÅMilk and meat with no 

hormones  

ÅSustainable production  

ÅEnvironmentally -friendly 

systems 

ÅAbove all:  INEXPENSIVE 

PRODUCT! 

 

 

 

 

ÅMilk and meat are 
biological products ð 
they contain hormones.  

ÅbST has always been in 
cowõs milk and we 
consume it like any 
other protein.  

ÅItõs only active in cattle. 

ÅDairy cows have a 
green  story to tell!  

 



"ÖÞɀÚɯ+ÈÊÛÈÛÐÖÕɯ"ÜÙÝÌ 

Source:  Richard Raymond, MD, et. al. 



(ÚÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÚɯɁ2ÜÚÛÈÐÕÈÉÐÓÐÛàȳɂ 



6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÈɯnanogram and how 
does it relate to estrogen? 
Å YasminÊ (a birth control pill) contains 30 micrograms of 

estrogen.  This is equal to 30,000 nanograms  of estrogen.  (1 
microgram = 1,000 nanograms .  A nanogram  is one-billionth of 
a gram .) 

Å To put it into perspective, one in one billion (one nanogram ) is 
one kernel of corn in 11,111 bushels.   This is equal to one kernel  
of corn in 75 acres of 150 -bushel corn.   (I have also heard it 
described as a blade grass in a football field.)  

Å One pound of beef from an implanted steer contains 
approximately 7 nanograms  of estrogen compared to 5 
nanograms  of estrogen from non -implanted beef.  

Å This means if you ate a quarter -pound of beef, you would 
consume less than 2 nanograms  of estrogen.   One birth control 
pill contains more than 15,000 times the amount of estrogen 
than one quarter -pound serving of beef . 

Source:  Jim Fraley, Illinois Farm Bureau  



Free-range or pastured 
livestock  

Consumers Want  Real World/Science Says 

ÅAnimals must have 

access to the outside  

ÅPigs need to wallow in 

mud  

 

Å If given the choice, 
livestock prefer to be 
indoors  

ÅWeõve brought pigs 
indoors for many 
reasons:  disease, 
predation, and 
environmental control  

ÅConsumer demand for 
leaner meat drove 
these changes  


